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Reeders furn an the stend 


Deus 


‘Introducing Nxcia- 


ae? Gat of the demnstra- 
Lest ag r Wik and : Go | ike 
But wher I read 


e tor 
WR Py : that you were bucking too 
mer tn) , Ate Tame ver succeed in uhet- 
Lk copeding Dy dgmmpcratic oontrmo] 16 susR- 
St Juxt de t myderstand. As far as Canada 
noe. !rom this article from the Colonist 


yur aman t even cen tioned is Who s Who. 90 since 
this f » ocply syster we ime, how do w go 
ata changing hinge. I couldn't he a oember 
ecm Im € wm @ortwr any More, and living on 
; Sims prwic by the society that now 


eXist ‘eo mot at ail active in Politic® except 


t y Yau? chung (he fe-thods used just this 
Mmek-n: f> select ea leader for the Comservative 
Parts mid ng ot be lovely if we could throw 
al] the conten Goctrigmes into ope hat or can- 


just ome. But then it 


anc you would have no 


ent ion and es up with 


eould never be a Domocreay, 

chance at all because you are not a candidate, 
at least. oe Y Canaca. I know that there are 
mm, (°ings tnat neec changing, but I'm afraid it 


will Be dr wecay before yqu succeed and pernaps | 
eS WO MZ Rut i do think you are bucking too 


meh because there are Wo few. eves working 
pao;le ali that dissatisfied with present cay 
Qungitions. There tw» the fringe tbat still ecdsts 
iow Che decent level and perhaps there are 

rr camtries pot quite eo fortumate. but I 
think you am planning for heaven itself, and 
peup.e being as (they are, are far frar being 


Teatty for that oond!ticn. 


“ 1den { beiny a Socialist was to share the 
heart —— and the fappiness but this is just 
a fig: f speech. and no ape ever enpects that 
mil ever happen, at least not ip our tim. 
So perhape you are prepared to wait. Perhaps there 
eill be a tim: four you, but J doubt that it will 


be speed; since yuu omsat be Mmstile to evwry 
other party and they just wun't let yau. 


Geil I wigh yeu mich luck. 
Mrs. G.P. 


FEPLY 


No it wwild not ‘be lovely if ze quuld throw all 
the cuntending doctrines itoto ope conventia® and 
end wp awitih just che. In countries, such as 
Rewiia, Spain. China, Chile, Guba, where exists a 
ejrueti:m similar to what is suggested it is far 
freer ucvely. It is Qifficult to understand how 


anycoe Culd comsidGer the Conservative Cconventio 
“lowe ly.” 


Ushind the facade of the televisim 


caNPra Was B11 (ne ugilness of Lack-lum Wee 
vote trades, campaign financicrcs and dur 

expect for their finanves. hers certainly wep 
no conflicting doctrines here. All tbe partis. 
pants supported capitaliam. TQe only apiiie 
was, which sections of the capitalist class me 
get what deal. In a sense, it mirrors the ‘of 
politics of capitalism and out cf such a mitiy 
pot only a concept of capitalism can arise, 


It is understandable how some may regard the a. 
ray of numerically large and financially pomerts 
capitalist political parties as insurmuntable 
adatacles to socialism. And it is also true the 
the hostility of the Socialist Party to al) chr 
political parties is nothing other than a lime 
of the hostility all capitalist parties from lef 
to right have for socialism. This feelin¢ 
impotence, undoubtedly is a major factor in th 

arent lack of discontent on the part Of te 
working Class. However, it should he remecberl 
that the capitalist class once appeured inpeta 
in face of the immense entrenched poser ci % 
feudal aristocracy. Neither was the revolutiginp 
change the result of great orators op leas 
(although such existed on both sides). It 
simply that the feudal restricticms were ince 
patible with the changing productive node. NT 
was that the history of productivity built te 
stage. All (that was necessary was for the oudiiy 
capitalist class to step up and act out they 
part. Now the capitalist productive seb 
building a new platform of crisis. Just ast 
feudal restrictions were incompatible witht 
new prodlictive mode now the capitalist producti® : 
mode 1S more and more becoming incompatible mi: 
its distributive mode, namely, ever incressiy 
productive potential with consumptian restricted 
to what can be bought. 


Unruistakably, the platform for a new stageD 
human history is being built. It awaits the mr 
king class to step up and act out its part. Tm 
enough. the working class have shown itself to¢ 
a shy reluctant anc gomewhat misdirected play 
This in part can be credited to the brainwamly . 
machine of capitalism, which is the most soph | 
ticated ever developed in the history of mm. | 
Nevertheless, the stage awaits with ever iiciea® 
ing problems until the act is played wut aK 
all the brainwashing in the world will not mie 
it disappear. 


Socialista are accused to bucking too many Thilf: 
wu contraire. It is the supporters of capitalle 
that buck ‘too many things.” They buck a 7 
tain of evils. But they want to keep the oe 
of thuse evils — capitaliam itself, They 

ap impossible positicn. Socialists, ratnec Ba 
tinker with a miriad of evil effects, twklet 
ape cause of those evils. — Sovialista set ter 
Bails in ame directian — the replacing of th 
capitalist productive anc dixtributive unde all 
the socialist productive and distributive mt — 
Ciemon ownership and production tor use. Te 
enough, this may seem like heaven conpared tc t® 
hell of capitaliam. 


Qnfusion of the definition of ‘worker etc. is 
cemn. Retirement does not take ane ant of the 
working class any more than working takes Nelson 
Nockafeller out of the capitalist class. Nor 
dees ones class have any bearing upon their 
elegibility for membership in The Socialist Party 
of Canada. True enough tbe working class mst be 
the daminant factor in the socialist revolutio. 
This arises from the fact that it is the working 
class that have an interest in their ow esnanc)- 
pation and that because as socialist revolution, 
from its very nature, must be damocratic awbined 
with the pure mathematic& that the working 
class outnumber the capitalist class ten to one. 
The only precondition for membership in the Socia- 
list Party of Canada is un understanding of the 
socialist objective and a determination to make 
this socialist objective ones sole political 
pursuit. Tee 


Dear Comrades; 


I am interested in learming the difference, as 
you see it, between ‘leftist parties" and ‘socia- 
list parties”. I am especially interested ino 
Socialisme Mondiale'"' because I'm looking around 
for a good French-language paper. I am curious 
about your positions on the following. the NIP, 
nationalism and Canadianization of unions, Angola, 
Chinese foreign policy and the controversy in 
Western European CP's over abolition of the "dic- 
tatorship of the proletariat’. 


Fraternally, W.L.B., Toronto 


REPLY 


Aside from their names, leftist parties are 
difficult to distinguish from rightist parties, 
especially while in office. All parties of the 
left-center-right spectrum assume the amiscience 
and infinity of the capital vs. wage-labor rela- 
tionship, or the division of society into omer 
and non-owners of the means of life, and attempt 
to redress social wrongs within that framework. 
As the sentence from the ancient Anglican prayer 
puts it: "As it was in the beginning, is now and 
ever sball be” etc., static, non-changing view . 

The Socialist Party of Canada, on the otber hand, 
contends that nothing of consequence can be dane 
by the workers for themselves while they remain 
aS wage-Slaves, that the foregoing social divi- 
Sion, as the cause of their problems, must be 
removed or ended as the only possible soluticn. 
The SPC regards human society, like the rest of 
the observable universe, as ever changing and 
changeable. These are the reasons why all other 
parties are poles apart from the SPC in this 
country, and why the others are basically sim lar 
while we differ fundamentally. The SPC works for 
bagic or revolutionary change to common ownership 
and democratic contro]. The rest do not, and 
oppose this objective. 


Most reform to capitalism in Canals, ‘evably 
those promted by the Reginn Maniieet., have been 
brought in by the openly capitaiiyt uw “oa)d i ine’ 
parties in office. Many of the refonm nad 
been advocated by the Literal iad Cwmservaticr 
Parties back as far as the tum oF tte century, a 
long time before the Regina Manifesto hws been 
written, or the COF-NDP formed to make Literai- 
Qonservative patchwork to capitalimm  tonk = like 
Socialism’. 


Nationaliam is an ideological cover cur tbe 
interests of the oming clase to promle tha 
political fraud of an alleged cimmon inlerest 
among al} the people of any natin. 


Canadian unions, meaning leea or no cmtro! ty UB 
or other comtriea' head offices wuld max 
little difference to the oaffectivensems of thr 
ecvcoamic atriygzle of Canadian wreers agsiost the 
encroachmants of capital. What mudd online 
this struggle is greater cmacioun participataun, 
(bence democratic control) by workers in thir 
unions, whether the unions be interoaliooal or 
not. But this will not likely om odnfore 
increasing working class Sovialiat knowledyw of 
capitalism. 


The war in Angula began ar a struggie by the na 
tive Angolan entrepeneural class fer freedor frre 
the restrictions of the former and oldfashicoed 
type Portugese capitalist dominaticn. But thees 
affairs cannot be isolated frm the wet of wor'd 
capitaligm in general and the capitalist giants 
lo particular, and the Angolun war 90” bLecum a 
contest involving the US, Ruasia, (and France & 
China at first) over the rich resources of that 
country. Naturally, as in every war, and in ‘ine 
with capitalist practice both in “jseae’ un! in 
war, the sordid struggie over lool ia ‘concealed 
by ideologies to induce tim prupertiles= to u& 
the working, fighting and dying. 


Of courye tbe Russian and Chinese bosses mangue- 
raded as usual as ‘'Commmists’, with thy Chiners 
an the same wide as the US and the Mestans 
augaiost. Western pews reports labe!led the MLA 
(Peoples’ Movement Por the Liberation of angela) 
as 'Mandst'’ deapite the fact that Monry Aixatn- 
wer said he saw no itdeolayical differenne brat wen 
the three national liberation ,roupe and that the 
(S could have supported any om of them. Now 
that the MPLA is tn contro), th U5 has dudicated 
it will co-operate, in louking after its invest- 
ment interests in thaf country. 


Nothing of consequence has of wil! chauwe fur tbe 
workers, except a further change in citwice 
masters, in conusrt with the beme-+uvwem udown. 
The role of the workers is tobe cvonmed {ote 
expanding capital, local and intemattcnal, and 
this keynote was exanplified by the leader of ae 
of the former capitaliat liberation ma-eects 
Jonas Savimbi of UNITA. As alick politician te 

charmed his wage-elave audienre, as reported in 
Time, Feb. 2/76, and made pices for hard work and 
long hours. 


ate * 


 — —_ 


lo cunpe awd Wernca they werk as mah 
ow possible. Me toc mumt enrt hard to 
basid Angola 


Ageic. Ue capitel:et itoterest was diwtuised 1n 
nat 2UDa: ter T parwtirase Marx. if a backward 
Balm wants (> mum its fiture. low at the 
advenced natians. Angcian sorter have ct to 
luuk forwerd to until they learn about capitailes 


and owDine with the rest of the wor:d s vict um 
Oiiness foreig@ policy cof swurer will refiect the 
trediay, rem material and stratcyic interests of 
ihe (miner lere of Qhana (he seme am W.°D any 
Ober oxecrry. AJ) oamtries belng capitalist 


e::har of tbe xtate or the private variety. 


The infinite :déeulogical hatr-eplitting between 
the vartumm UCUvunm|mist parties reflects capita- 

Lise @anflicr between different oeticms 1n which 
thee anti -erking Clams partiee find theme /\es. 
The stetic between Russia aec Chine for instance 
ios wery glam lie thar betwen any other tw 


oafmmi capitetist mations The reaeam for this 
13 that fMussia anc China are CW fofm capita- 
at naticas. Ass Chere verms to be comtroersy 


urs west burupeds: C.F 6 Aer abtlition of the 
“dictatupehip of the Proletariate’. this ccald 
omiy mean that the “commmist Parties 19 coun- 
tries where civil rights prevail, and whe ao ion- 
ger serve Cheir furwr Muscos bogmes. fee, they 
car appwal to the wurkiag class electorate better 
if thes presest a programe of multi-party capita- 
tist @mmocracy along with their wusmal = refcrm. 
However, the Itesian gmernmnt wes never a dic- 
aturmhip uf the proletariate” (dictatorship of 
90 per cen’ over tbe 10 per cent) tt a dctator- 
snip of the Boinbevia party cover the workers and 
peasant: of la. Furtoerpore, cnls about 20 
per cant of the useful cisass in Ruseia 1n 1917 
were prvietarians. Which means the Bclaheviks at 
the time dictated mstis over peasants. with the 
ain. Of replacing feudaiian with state capitalise, 
which is wha! tbey have finaliv done. 


The expression “dictaturahip of the proletariate’ 
eus @ term ‘arn rarely ueed to describe the do- 
cratic transition if the eorkers§ achievec pusur 
for Sojialise i00 years age, during mich the 
means of pro@ucticn would be built to the extent 
that enough could be produced for all, and ©unmun 
asnerfsip mad: presible. Long since, capitalism 
Tan Gume this job. Productive potentials Ls pow 
so great that atransiticn period will not be 
required. When the wor)d's vactimes understand it 
ad went it and ein fhe necessary elections, 
Socialism can be estabitshec iomedciately. GJ 


-_—— 


CHRISTIANTITY AND SOCTAILISM 


nsoc ing in the next issue FULCHX wil) 
reproduce. 1 yariea, the late Horace 
Jarvis’ @ork, Christianity and Socialism 


—_—_ SSS ——— 


—_—_ UO l 


Dear Sirs: ’ 
Peg 12 of your circular states your (Wie 
tive and declares your Principles". What ints. 
ras’ mm more is the ‘Means" you hope to ume 
attain the “Objectives and practice the Prins 
ples.” I am cumpletely in synpathy with the yw 


conmaiists, but certainly not with its 
egy meats, especially Russia. Cons dering the 


ervat handicap of illiteracy in the Russia of 
SO years ago I can't be too severe aon thelr ee 
Cialista? of that time for the means they adote 
to attain their objective. ‘ 


Part of your declaration of principles disturts 
me. It savors of ane serious weekness — int> 
lerance. I must confees that is cme mistake fg 
which I have little, or no, tolerance. 


Qne criticism of articles in your pamphlet I fe: 
must be made is that very often they strike te 
being like flailing arms about in the dark boly 
to elicit sum sort of response from an elusix 
enery) lurking there. 


I would like to know just how your conceptig@ d . 


Socialism compares with that of Russia, of Chin 
of the Scandinavian countries, of India, @ 
Britain's Laborites, of the OF or its ‘Waffk 


group, or the present replacement for our old @ © 


the NDP. 


Evidently you denigrate practically all “Gover — 


ment,’ so how do you suggest implementing and 
ministering the ‘Society’ which you invision?”] 


may be a bit obtuse, 30 please try to be elit © 


on answering my queries. 
Thank you. Boyd B. Wood 


P.S. I too wrote a letter to one of your Vanco 
ver papers commenting on the last BC electi@ = 
and it was pot published. oes 


PEYDLY 


The means of achieving the socialist ajectir 
have, often enough, been enunciated in the @ 
lumns of this paper. As Nos. 6 & 8 of the Decit 
ration of Principles clearly indicate, Socialists 
“enter the field of political action" "'conscias 
ly and politically for the conquest of the porr 
of wovernment."’ It should be quite clear thi! 
this “conquest” can only cccur when a major 
understand, desire, and therefore vote for, & 
socialist objective. 


You put a question mark behind what you choos 
call the ‘Socialists’ of Russia. But there shad 
be no questicun cn this. The 1917 Revolutia is 
Russia was definitely not socialist. The illite 
racy, to which you refer, and the Jack of indw 
trializaticm prevented that. So, had ita leader 


wanted to impose secialiam on an unwilling @ 


unwitting majority they were destined to fal 
However, it is clear that their objective was m0 


socialism, but estate capitalism. In the Late 


objective they ware successful . 


1X 1] La ATC 


disturbes you. Heaws.er this prin- 
ipie ie in wav born of intolerance but rather 
fd dy, and some sad experien- 
Pp bald tica] perty dedicated to the 

isn be anything other than 
: cal perties that are dedicated 
a perpet ‘uatiun of capitalism? In the poli- 
arena it is not intaulerance that causes vou 
Be assured that, though 
express it in so many words, all 


he 
| 
3 


to. muse your enemy 
they “may not 


capitalist parties. he they called Liberal, 


Social Democrat, Trotskyist, Maoist or whatever, 

exhibit considerable hostility towards the 
Socialist Party of Canada. And as to intolerance 
some Of them have been quite physical in their 


attempts to suppress free expression of Socialist 
ideas. 


All the countries, you mention, are in various 
stages of capitalism. There are, in fact, no 
socialist countries in the world. 


The old Regina Manifesto of the OCF opened mth a 
bit of Socialist window dressing. But window 
dressing was all it was. The rest of the Mant fes- 
to concerned itself with the reforming and mn- 


“Terror is noisy. 
It catches the 
headlines. But 
seen in histori- 
eal perspective, 
it has hardly 
ever had a 
lasting effect.” 


Pagte 5 


Ring of capitaliam. The NOP naturally arr-ived at 
where the Regina Mant ‘esto was nimed. Indeed, if 
the founders of the OCF really wanted sancialiver 
the CCP would not have ono into veing. They 
would have simply joined the Sucialist Party of 
Canada which had prior existance, The Waffle is 
just a bit more Nazi than ~re cf toe rest. wir 
nationalism tends to pit worker against wsurker 
for the benefit of the Cupitalist cljags. The 
working class oertainiy have no friend in natio- 
nalization. For the capitajist clase. it means 
security with guaranteed returns un their gmvem- 
ment bunds. For the worker thy state, with ail 
its power, becomes the capitalist. As Frederick 
Engeis so aptly put it in SOCIALISM - UTOPIAN and 
SCTENTIFIC - tla@ class struggle is in no way di- 
rinished. It is rather intensified. 


The Socialist Party of Canada has no lavo) vement 
in whatever Vancouver paper you wrute to. The 
Party journals are: FULCRLNW and (in French) SO 
CIALISME MONDIAL; both printed in Victoria The 
Campaniun Party journals, from other camtries, 
are listed on tbe back cover. 


The Futility of Terrorism 


Too often socialists are prone to say, to the 
effect, that ‘violence will not work." This 1s 
far too flatfooted and incomplete a stand to take 
on a subject that iS so prominent today. 


Certainly the bumbings and destruction of proper- 
ty that occurred in the struggles in the early 
history of the American labour unions made more 
totalitarian suppression by the state more accep- 
table to the rest of the population and had tbe 
effect of setting union organization back many, 
many years. But, an the other hand, the destruc- 
tion of property was a factor in accellerating 
the suftragette's demancs for the vote and the 
greut destruction in the American city of Watts 
did result in a number of social reforms. Before 
the advucates of violence begin waving the flag 
Of victory they should look at the socia] misery 
that 1s reentrenched stronger than ever in Watts 
and after looking at the very [fittle use women 
have made of the ballot ask whether it wuld have 
made that much difference if it had taken another 


EE 


10, 20 or 50 yeare to achieve the franchise? Are 
worer any less politically illiterate? Surely, 
today's women's pussy-cat onganizations with no 
higher aim than equal wage slavery witb mr sould 
nake the Pankhursts spit up. 


Amore curpplete socialist stand um vioience is 
that it 1s odds om that the mat inevitable ré- 
sulting setbacks by far outweigh (the remote 
chance of scme microscopic teaqporary gato. Cer 
tainly socialian, with ite natural demmracy. ne- 
ver has nor never can be achieved by undeomratic 
minority violence. [t ia cheery to see socialists 
aversion to violence substantiate! ion ane of the 
finer literary bastions of capitalism — Harper's 
Magazine (Murch ‘76). Walter Laqueur, im am ar- 
ticle on Terrortam, correctly analyzes Lut the 
prime target, the murdered diplumats, mm and 
chiidren. are not the terrorist'@ milo wbject) ve 
which is the secondary target -~- the audience of 
sensational newspaper beadiines. Ucesaver obat res 


LagQueur i! te not true thal terronsts some- 


er 


to. 
as , | ~ rm 
a. em \ jé he ii = a 18 Pr 
n \ ad ] ; \ ' 
ho ro ~ i a \ a 
a3 . » _ 
a4 { (Pa, y= 
Anwar. ow we 
r A g b 
hat thuse wi ree Ae 
brave: povree othr - | 
prage [" £84 , 
ny th 6" eu! reve f =>} 
With the che for. ruraj te urdan odnt 
moxciety (he terrerist & ftv 7 Oa@s «! inpi- 
Ni fal.un een ) =—- ane ists 
rw rger imp * pre 5 Maas 
units Lag -a-ur he reer} - thi 
a With the transter of operations from 
the: ceuntr\ corte’ ta t res. 3 f the 
‘wrhan guernile dawned. Bar the very terin 
UlaAl. Ruery tiie oe Cod eer BT1C T} «re ha e 


InsurTections, amd 


been revolutions, cul wars. 
coups detat in the cilies. 
nile warfare That ceeurs tn tawns only if pub- 
he order has completely collapsed. and if armed 
hands roam freely. Such a state of affairs 1s 
rare, and 1) never lasts | mi ger than a few hours, 
at most a few davs. hither the Insurgents oVer- 
throw the government im a frontal assault. or 
they are defeated. The title “urban guerrilla — 
isin fact a public-relations term fur terromsm: 
terrorists usually disiike lemg called terrorists. 
preferring the more romantw guerrilla image 
There are basic differences between the rural 
guerrilia and the urhan terrorist: mobility and 
hiding are the essence of guerrilla warfare. and 
this t= tmpassihle in towns, It is not true that the 
duns cand the nch quarters! of the hig cities 
provide equally good sanctuaries. Kural guer- 
rillas operate in large units and gradually trans- 
forin themselves into hattalions, regiments. and 
even divisions. They carry out political and so- 
cial reforms in “liherated zones.” openly prop 
agandize. and build op their organizational 
network. In towns, where this cannot be done, 
urban terrorists operate in units of three. four. 
or five; the whole “movement” consists of a 
few hundred. often unly a few dozen. members. 
This is the souree of their operational strength 
and their jwlitical weakness. For while it is 
difficult to detect small proups. and while they 


imax 


lo exgwsing a lot 
terrorism Lagueur probably 
tice than all the tear yas in tbe world’ \ 


a 


tune @ ereat deal of damage. poliiiem 


thes ace inyatent. A vear or two ago anties 
News peT Tel ders in the We stem warkd or 
heh ta. beteve that the German Baader-Medah 
areup. | he Jayanese Red Amv. the Sy mbtates 
Literation Army, and the British Angny Ry 


gauve Were mass mevements that ought 10 be 
token very ~riousiv indeed. Their “commun, 

were published in the mass media: thep 
were eamest socielogical and psychalogedl 
stuches on the hackground of their membew: 
their “ideology was analyzed in tedious dete 
Tel these were groups of between hve and hiy 
members. Their only victuries were in the ares 
of publicity. 


of the mtpolagy surroudy 
deals it a greater 


HF CURRENT terrorist epidemic has | 
mystihed a grest many people, a | 
Various exjlanations have bees @. 
fered—-most of them quite wrog. | 
Only a few wall be mentioned here: 
Political terror is anew and unprecedented | 
phenomenon. |) is as old as the hills. only te 
manifestations of terror have changed. The pres 


ent epidemic is mild compared with previon 
outbreaks. There were more assassinations @ 
leading statesmen in the 189Us in hoth Amen 
and Fusope. when terrorism had mone suppor 
ers, than at the present time. Nor is terrons 
doctrine a novelty. In 18&4 Johannes Most 1 
German Social Democrat turned anarelist, pub | 
lished in New York a manual. Revoluttoxes 
(UC rban) Warfare, with the subtitle “A Hand 
houk of Instruction Regarding the Use ape 
Manufacture of Nvtroglycerine, Dynanute, Gir 
cotton, Fulminating Mercury, Bombs, Arset 
Poisons, ete.” Most pioneered the idea of te 7 
letter bomb and argued that the liquidation @ 
“nigs’ was not murder because murder wae Ue 
willful killing of a human being, whereas polee 
men did nut belong in this category. 

It is sometimes argued that guerrilla 800 7 
terrorist! movernents in past ages were sporeds | 
and essentially apolitical, But this is not ®. 
the Russian anarchists of the last century wert 
as well organized ap any contemporary move 
ment, and their sadeological and political sophir 
lication wan, if anything. higher. The same got — 
for the guerrilla wars of the nineteenth centur 
The guerrilla literature published in Europe @ 
the 1830s and 1840s is truly modern in alma 
every respect. It refers to “hases,” “liberated | 
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areas,” “protracted war” a¢ well as the gradual 
transformation orf guertilia units info a regular 
army. The basic ideas of Mao and Castro all 
appeared at least a hundred years ago 
Terroriem ie left-wing and revolutionary in 
character. Terrorists do nat believe in liberty 
or egality or fraternity. Historieally, they are 
elitists, contemptuous of the mitases, believing 
in the historical mission of a tiny nunarity. h 
was xtid about the Tupamaros that une had to 
he a Ph.D. to be a member. Thir was an exag- 
geration but not by very much, Their manifestos 
may be jshrased in left-wing Isnguage. lout pre- 
vious generations of terrorists proclaimed Fas- 
cist ideas. Nineteenth-century Fluropean par- 
tisans and guerrillas hghting Napoleon were 
certainly right-wing. The Spanish guerrilleros 
wanted to reintroduce the Inquisition, the Ital- 
ian burned the houses of all citizens euspeeted 
of left-wing ideas. Closer to our own period, 
the IRA and the Macedoman IMRO at various 
times in their history had connections with PFas- 
ciam and Communism. The ideology of terrorist 
movements such as the Stern gang and the Pop- 
ular Front for the Liberation of Palestine en- 
conipasses clements of the extreme Left and 
Right. Slogans change with intellectual fash- 
ions and should nat he taken tvo seriously. 
The real inspiration underlying terrorism is a 
free-floating activism that can with equal ease 
turn right or left. [tis the action that counts. 
Terroriamn appears whenever peuple have 
genuine, legitimate grievances. Remove the 
grievance and terror will cease. The prescrip- 


tion seems plausible enough, but expenence does 
not bear it out. On the level of abstract reason. 
ing it is, of course, true that there would be no 
violence if no one had a grievance or felt frus- 
travion. But in practice there will always be 
disuffectedl, alienated, and highly aggressive 
people claiming that the present state of affairs 
is intolerable and that only violence will bring 
a change. Some of their causes may even be 
real and legitimate---but unfulfillable. This ap- 
plies to the separatist demands of minorities, 
which, if aceeded tu, would result in the emer- 
gence of nonviable states and the crippling of 
society, {tis always the fashion to blame the 
state or the “system” for every existing ipjus- 
lice. But some of the problems may simply be 
insoluble, at least in the short run. Ne state or 
social system can be better than the individuals 
constituting it. 


It is ultimately the perception of grievance 
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that matters, not the grievance itecit. At one 
time a major grievance may be tatalistically 
accepted. wherras at anuther tine tar else 
where} a minor grirvance may pevduce Une 
moat violent reaction. A comparison of terrarrst 
activities over the hast century shuws, hevond 
any shadow of doubt, that vrelent protes mone 
ments do nol appear where despoltam is work 
but, on the contrary. in permissive democratic 
societies or ineffective suthorstarian regimes, 
There were no terrorist movements in Nagi 
Germany, ner in Fascist Italy. now in any of 
the Communist countries. The Kurdish insur: 
gents were defeated by the Iraqi government 
in early 1975 with the greatest of ease, whereas 
terrorism in Ulster continues for many vearm 
now and the end is not in sight. The tragis 
succeeded not because thes satished the gricv- 
ances of the Kurds but simply hecause ther 
could not care less about public opinion atroad. 
Terror ie bighly effective. Terror ts neisy. it 
catches the headlines. tt< orelodrama inspire 
horror and fascination. Rut wen in historical 
perspective, it has hardly ever had a lasting 
effect. Guerrilla wars have been successful only 
against colonial rule. and the age of colonialism 
is over. Terrorism did have a limited effect at 
a time of genecal war. but only in one instince 
(Cuba! has a guerrilla movement prevailed tn 
peacctime. But the constellation in Cuha was 
unique and, contrary to Castro's expectations, 
there were no repeat performances claewhere 
in Latin America. The Vietnam war in its deci- 
dive phase was no longer guerrilla in character. 
There is no known case in modern hidary of a 
terrorist movement seizing political power, al- 
though terror has been usa an the tactical level 
by radical political parties. Society will tolerate 
terrorism as long as it is no more than a nin- 
sance. Once insecurity spreads and terror be- 
comes a real itanger, the authonties are no 
longer blamed for disregarding human rights 
in their struggle against it. On the contrary, 
the cry goes up for more repressive measures. 
irrespective of the price that divs to be pund in 
human riyzhts. The state is always so much 
stronger than the terrumst-, whose only hope 
for success is to prevent the authorithes from 
using their full wWWeElsS, bf thee: lerreegst ts the 
Aly following Mao Vsetuugs parabke the 
permissiveness and the inethoieney of liberal 
society is the water, As Regis Dehray. apostle 
of the Latin-American guerlias, wrote about 
the Tupamatos:; “by digging the grave of ily 


eral Uruguay. they dug thear own grave. 

he importance af terruriea: will grow 
erortnestisdy jn the veare fu come a the ale 
ese te tive pruwer oof ate We egrets threCeases, 
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Poltteal terrorists are more intelligent and 
less cruel than “ordinary” criminals. Most pu. 


it terremst. in modern tines have been of 
ule or upperclass origin, and many of 
ARE had é higher a] ~ation Neverthe: 


less. thes bave rarely slrown intelligence. Jet 
pelatical Mopnist cation. Larger issues and 
fe perspectives are O] le interest to them. 
ind they are quite easily manipulated by foreign 
intelligence services. As for eruelty, the “ordi- 
nary crinvnal. unlike the terrorist. does not be- 

even indiscraminate hailing. He may torture a 
Victim, but this will be the exception. not the rule. 
for he as motivated by material gain and not by 
fanaticism. The motivation of the political ter- 
rorix is allogether cditlerent. Since. in his eves. 
evervone but hiniself is guilty. restraints do not 
EX. 

Political terror therefore tends to be les- 
humane than the vanety practiced by “ordi. 
nary criminals. The Palestinian terrorists have 
specialized in killing children. while the Provi- 
sional TK A has concentrated its altacks against 
Vrotestant workers. and this despite their pro- 
fessions of “proletaman internationalism.” Tt ts 
the terrorist: aime not just to hill their oppo- 
nents but fo spread confusion and fear. [tis 
part of the terrorist indeetrination to kill the 
hurnanity of the terroriste-all this. of course, 
for # tore humane and just world order. 

Terrorists are poor, hungry. und desperate 
hurnan heinge. Terrarist groups without power- 
ful protectors are indeed printer, Bast modern 
transnational tecroriam is. cuore often than not. 
big business. According to a spokesman of the 
Palestine “Rejection Front” in an interview 
with the Madrid newsapaper Platlorma, the in- 
come of the LO is as great as that of certain 
Aral}, COMBI Trees. such ctx Jordan. witty payments 
hry the oil cout ms On the order of S150 aie 
to S200 imation, Ofticiale of the organizations 
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Air pod £5,000 @ manth and tuore, and ever. 
Oe Pets A Caras a niatier of cawyse: thiery haw 
acquired chithets and hevrnh aercounts 1 Sweitzer. 
land. But the “Rereetton Prot.” fimaneed by 
lrg. Lihva, and Algeria is nat kept ona dare 
Hon diet either. The Argentine ERP anid the 
Montuncros have auressed many millions of 
dollars through hank tobberies and extortion, 
Vatrious Middle Eastern and East) Europea 
Keveruments give uullieus to terrecsst ule 
tents from Ulster co the Philippimes. This 
abundance of funds makes it possible to engage 
tall hinds of costly operations, to bribe of: 
clals, and to purchase sophisticated weapons 
\t the same time. the surfeit of money breeds 
corruption, The terrorists are no longer ban 
and hungry after prolonged exposure to life 
in Hilton hotels. They are still capable of 
carrving oul gangster-style operations of short 
duration. but they hecome useless for long cam 
paigns involving hardship and privation. 
Laqueur is not consistent in his aversion to ten 
rorism. He feels it is sametimes justified: 

All this is not to say that political terror is 
always reprehensible or could never be eflectire 
The assassination of Hitler or Stalin 10 the 
1920s or 1930s would nat only have changee 
the course of history, it would have saved th 
lives of millions of people. Terrorism is monih 
justehed whenever there is no other remedy fs 
an intolerable situation. Yet it seldom occurs 
and virtually never succeeds. where tyranny 
is harshest. 


It is difficult to understand how Laqueur ows 
te so unscientific on this pwoint. He reailss 
that a dozen murdered of] ministers would F 
replaced ‘within twenty-four hours.” How fa {t 
then that he could not comprehend that with eqgm 
speed a Gobels or Goering would replace Hitter 
or a Stalin could be replaced by an equally ml- 
lanous Trotsky or a score of others mp fros te 
Bame mould. 


Lagueur goes on to appeal to newspaper people, 
politicians and social workers not to give te 
desired exposure and thus’ involuntary help tc 
terrorists. That may happen. But the importa 
lesson here, for the working class, iS Co ieat 
the extreme limitations and ultimate frustratias 
and futility of terrorism. Devoid, though it a 
be, from excitement and headlines. the socialis: 
methud of education and organtzation towarda 
cajority movement is not just the best way tc 
achieve sociy] democracy. IT IS THE CNLY WAY. 


Larry Ticwer 


risMy 


s - ' Tent ’ ied 
' 7 ; - ' ays ; 

mee ele@ycbalhy alwl 

. - 4 ras ee Vi : 
’ : ' ere are 
j jiwea ll \ ul! 

» : Ted 

o. *® iyr ™ i 

° v : mies elite , 


OOD DESTRUCTIO 
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Hi teept Was made to kdep 

dung ing aperatian secret, but a 

Soctemmiet BP ct Conw ae menoer, livang near the 
ar the wperated ta tel the story out. 
The cst era msuit trom thé extraction 
Ne 3 pressed into caylar by the 


on fisn ar treated with brine, which 
» Dedies, thereby cheapening the 
’S yy it the roe and sweetening the 
: nt profits. Ridding the car- 
SS) us © incenenses the processing ovst 


the » too wav or elimitated entire- 
and t Yr the fish is not available tor 


" 1 anim ption. In other words, the 

Dr ar Pea | rent increases profit via a small 

mun t coumet delicacy but, by so ding, it 
St rus large amount of protein, vitamin and 
rq} Ore which human labor has alreedy 

been €Xxpende This 18 a stall exmple of how 
Dital.am wastes and destimys to operate nonmal ly. 


| Spike - the industry said that of tbe 
87,000 tons nS ogectll catch um the Canadian wst 
coast this year. only 15 per cent was for naman 

nsumption. He said, “It was a shocking yvilua- 

Q@ that theusands of toms of herring wae 
caught each year just to extract the ror”, Such 
mehteous indignation, tut oh, just Jove those 
Profits and the profit system. 
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More Fxumpies - 


The durability of the myth that world capitaiisa, 
ivate, tries to accommodate al) tbe 
the face of massive tood destructim 
ans ON production, is amazing. Thou- 
fruit tall vo the ground and rot 
LNGes ‘ty back yards and vacant lots tn the 
alMtater Victoria area alone. Loca! produce far 
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mers bate destroyed unrarkorable pivators fos 
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right in the mass media won: shocked fad toad 1 
workers whal w tecrilie sham: (his war, 
tarmigid is being fost at :be vate of ate! 
acres a vear Farts ey Bbanduing pie Y 
pation at the rate of 13.Quy per war, Werwow 
mo lunger pays. (tMecleen’s Fed/75) 
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Brief Study of the Left 


Part 4: League for Socialist Action 
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Question 
Does your local bouk store 
carry the Fulcrum? 
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DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES 
The Companion Parties of Socialinm hotd: 

) Bhat eocrety as al present conetituted tp hand ‘ | 
ownership of the means of ltving (1¢. Sand, Tate 
reslways, otc.) hy the capitalist or master (lee aa) 
consequent cnslavement of the working «fess, hye 
Isbe alone wealth is produced. 

2 That tn seniety, therefore, there m 4n antegoume 
Intercate, manifesting iteclf as a clase struggle betweesg” 
who poseces bul do not produce. and those wiv jie 
bul do nut possess. 

3. That thie antagonemn can be abolehed only Be 
cmancipetion of the working claes from the dummatmr g 
the master clase by the converaion tato the come, 
property af enciety of the neans af prodetue o 
distribution, and their demictati canteal by the es 
people 

4 That as on the arder of sucjal evolution the work mg ciggy 
the laet class to achieve sts freedom, the cman ipsa a 
the working clase will invalve the emancipetion @ 5 
mankind, without distine tion uf race oF sex 

5. That this emantipetion must be the work uf the wena 
Claes stself, 

h That as the ma: hinery of government, including the amy 
forces uf the nation, exuts only to conserve the money 
by the capitaliet cisse of the wealth taken from the were | 
the working (lagu muel organize coneciuuply and pedeue | 
for (he conquest af (he puwere of gavernment. in a6ne | 
thie machinery, including these forecs, may be (fem 
frum an inetrument of oppresesuon into the ate ¢ 
emand¢ mahon and wverthrow of piutocsaty provieges. 

7. That a0 political partice are bul the expresce ae 
wnterests, and a2 the interest of the workme dae 
diametrially opposed tu the interest of al ecto a® 
master vias, the party eeking working «lace cmanQue 
muet be hostile to every other party | 

6. THE COMPANION PAKTIED OF MACIALISM, teotiet 
enter the field of politwal activo detcemined lu Spm | 
againet all other potinal pasties, whether alleged ltarg 
svowedly «capitalnt. and call apon all memben 28 
working clase of (heer comatsis (o wigpost the prec 
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